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“Who are the Target Audience of the Syllabus”; Discussion
on the Implementation of the Student-centered Philosophy

Gong Jianmin, Xiao Beilei

Abstract: Many colleges and universities are developing their course syllabuses guided by the princi-
ples of student-centered and outcomes-based education, and continuous improvement. In view of ex-
isting problems in the syllabus and the syllabus positioning in some domestic colleges and universities,
this paper illustrates who the syllabus’s target audience should be. It proposes the student-centered
learning syllabus and the concept of “learning outcomes”. The application of “learning objectives” and
the design of examination and evaluation are also discussed. This paper aims to make the syllabus an
effective approach to realize the student-centered concept, and to improve students’ active learning a-
bility.

Key words: syllabus; student-centered learning; learning objectives; examination and evaluation; fac-
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